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KENNETH ERNEST PECH — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.57 pm]: Kenneth (Ken) Ernest Pech, AM, JP, 1939–2019—I would like to take this 
opportunity to honour and remember Kenneth Ernest Pech, who passed away on 9 October this year. Ken was 
a farmer from Gnowangerup who was respected by his community for his role in public life and his innovative 
approach to farming. He was loved by his family—his wife, Judith, and their six children, Leanne, Cheryl, Rosalie, 
Julie, Sandra and Wayne, and their families. Ken was born in Brookton in 1939, and, with his family, lived in 
a mud-brick house with no running water. Ken helped his parents on the farm, trapping rabbits, cleaning soaks for 
sheep and tending the draft horses before he went to school. In 1956, the family moved to Gnowangerup to take 
up land, which became North Stirling Downs. He met and married Judith in 1962 and, together, they brought up 
their family there. In 1981, Ken was elected to local government, serving as president, deputy president, delegate 
for the Western Australia Local Government Association, president of the Country Shire Council Association and 
then chairman of the Australian Local Government Association. Ken’s efforts in lobbying for regional roads 
upgrades led to the Roads for Recovery Program. He advocated for improved communication and health services, 
and was instrumental in lobbying for royalties for regions. Ken’s interest in his community led to a list of service 
roles too long for this 90 seconds—from the Great Southern Development Commission to the Great Southern 
Regional Road Group. He retired from local government in 2013 after 32 years of service, for which he received 
a Member of the Order of Australia. He was a rural champion. 
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